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1.0  Background

The following report has been prepared for the City of 

Yarra to explore the potential for the development of 

the former Richmond Police Station site at 333 Bridge 

Road, Richmond as a community arts facility.

2.0 Existing condition

The former Richmond Police Station comprises a 

complex of buildings on the west side of the Richmond 

Town Hall including the main two-storey 1878 police 

station fronting Bridge Road, an early bluestone lock-

up (c.1860s and relocated to this site in 1872) and 

later attached or free-standing single-storey extensions 

to the Police Station dating from 1947-59 to create 

additional offi ce accommodation and amenities.  The 

courtyard space between these buildings was roofed 

over as part of further alterations and additions in the 

1980s.  The site is part of the Crown Land allotment 

that includes the Richmond Town Hall.  It is abutted by 

a ROW and the Richmond Town Hall to the east, the 

Richmond Bowling Club to the north, a commercial 

property to the west and Bridge Road to the south.  

The police station is set back from the Bridge Road 

site boundary creating an extended forecourt area 

along the principal façade, albeit as it is south facing 

this forecourt is fully shadowed for much of the day.

The building is currently occupied by City of Yarra staff 

in offi ces on the fi rst fl oor of the police station, with 

much of the space at ground level allocated to storage 

due to the poor amenity of the spaces.  A temporary 

demountable offi ce building has been located to the 

rear of the site on the asphalt carpark adjacent to the 

Bowling Club. The public toilets on the north-east 

corner are publically accessible from the ROW.

The buildings are generally in fair condition with some 

evidence of rising damp to the east wall of the police 

station.  The police station is polychromatic brick with 

rendered detailing to the arched window openings, a 

bluestone plinth and hipped slate roof.  The interiors 

are simple high volume spaces arranged around 

a central hall and stair, with square set ceilings, 

moulded timber architraves and sills to the doors and 

windows and four-panel timber doors.  The fi replaces 

have been closed over and the mantelpieces much 

modifi ed. The lock-up is a bluestone structure with 

a hipped slate roof comprising a central entry lobby 

and three cells. It retains the original narrow solid 

timber cell doors.  Access around the buildings is 

complicated with no compliant external access into 

the police station complex and a series of changing 

levels throughout.  The existing staircase is non-

compliant.

The buildings originally served the Richmond Court 

House which was part of the Richmond Town Hall 

building to the east.  This relationship has been 

largely lost with the various redevelopment phases 

to the town hall and the increased use of the shared 

ROW between the buildings as a delivery and back-of-

house service area serving the town hall and bowling 

club.
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3.0   The framework

Any redevelopment of the police station site is 

desirably undertaken within the context of the existing 

Urban Design Framework – Richmond Town Hall 

Precinct July 2007. This framework envisages “a civic 

precinct in the heart of Richmond which offers a range 

of services in one location, including community, 

cultural and recreational activities … centred on the 

Town Hall.” The design aims to create a “vibrant 

community hub focused on a central square that acts 

as a focal point for the precinct and broader region 

and as a community meeting place.”

The central town hall square is the major urban 

design gesture and involves the creation of a broad 

pedestrian boulevard link from Bridge Road to the 

recreation reserve further north with the police station 

acting as a gateway nodal point on Bridge Road.  This 

project offers the fi rst opportunity to implement this 

vision.

Excerpts from Urban Design Framework - Richmond Town Hall Precinct - July 2007
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4.0   Our approach

This project is envisaged as a small step along the 

path to implementation of the urban design framework 

vision. While the initial focus is on enabling the site to 

operate as a community arts facility, the broader vision 

for the precinct is maintained in the interventions and 

gestures the proposed design makes.  It is also mindful 

of this needing to be affordable fi rst steps, with an eye to 

staging the works, making the redevelopment occur in 

logical, sequential phases.

Our approach is also presaged by the following:

 Short term actions that lead to long term change

 Turning  a dead public space into an alive public 

space

 Transformation that makes small scale 

interventions characterised by their community 

focus and realistic goals.

The police station complex has for a long period been 

a closed inaccessible building to the public, initially 

through its offi cial function and now due to is lack of 

amenity and accessibility. The fi rst stage of this project 

is to sweep away the encroachments and open the site, 

inviting activity and use in and around the heritage 

buildings.  The result is considerable demolition coupled 

with small surgical interventions to the original building 

largely focussed on access and amenity.

External spaces are envisaged as community spaces that 

can be occupied for gallery/community arts activities, 

as much as they can be occupied by town hall staff on 

their lunch break or members of the community looking 

for a spot in the sun. The notion of pop-up activities 

and spaces is to be nurtured and encouraged in this 

process.  The accidental and the temporary, low cost 

strategies that occupy and energise the spaces, these 

are the ambition in this fi rst phase. 
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5.0   The design

It is proposed to demolish all the later alterations and 

additions on the site retaining only the original 2-storey 

police station and lock-up.  In the process this establishes 

the fi rst step in realising the ultimate goal of the central 

square concept.

The street frontage will be activated by the insertion 

of a new ramp and stair to the front door of the police 

station enabling equality of access and most importantly 

reactivating the main facade of the building which has 

been moribund for too long. 

The existing non compliant staircase will be removed and 

a new lift installed as a freestanding structure to the rear 

of the building, on axis with the main hallway.  The original 

fl oor plan will be reinstated at both levels and new amenities 

will be located in the existing single-storey service area 

at the rear of the building.  A new lineal structure will be 

constructed to the rear of the police station on the north-

west corner, entered by a new stair that pops out along the 

west façade, lightly meshing the new and the old together.  

This gallery is effectively creating two spaces, the semi 

enclosed courtyard and under croft space at ground level 

between the police station and lock-up which interacts 

with the open laneways created between the police station 

and the existing commercial building to the west and the 

town hall to the east.  This is a space for installations, 

gatherings, resting, propping, engaging, and pop-ups. It is 

both gallery and public realm. 

The enclosed black box gallery above creates a link to the 

future stage of development to the rear of the site, envisaged 

as a 2-3 storey structure that mirrors the footprint of the 

police station, creating a natural bookend to the lock-up. In 

this fi rst stage the rear of the site presents the opportunity 

for a small garden or ‘parklet’ that could be created by the 

community, a guerrilla planting project bathed in northern 

light.

The lock-up is to be left as a gallery space, with the ambition 

that it house installations and events that humanise the 

spaces, removing the stigma and aura of detention, fear 

and shame that has been associated with this space. 
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6.0   Heritage

The former Richmond Police Station is included in the 

Schedule to the Heritage Overlay in the Yarra Planning 

Scheme as the site-specifi c Heritage Overlay HO230.  

Its signifi cance is recognised both through the site-

specifi c overlay, and through its listing as an individually 

signifi cant heritage place in Council’s schedule of 

heritage places. 

The signifi cant elements on the site identifi ed in the 

2007 Heritage Review of former Richmond Police 

Station & lockup by Graeme Butler are the 1878 police 

station, 1873 lock-up and remnant sections of the court 

house toilet block as built in 1905 (this is subsumed 

within the existing public toilet block on the north-east 

corner of the lock-up).

This design will retain and restore the police station 

with the exception of the north-west service wing and 

the removal of the original stair.  The service wing is 

a secondary element to the rear of the building and 

has been signifi cantly modifi ed by later alterations and 

additions. On balance it is considered that the removal of 

these elements together with the proposed modifi cations 

associated with the new lift and entry ramp and stair to 

the front entrance will not detrimentally impact on the 

retention of heritage signifi cance of the building. The 

ramp design will retain the original bluestone entry stairs 

in situ and enable the bluestone plinth to the base of the 

wall to be read as a continuous element.

The retention of the lock-up will involve the removal of 

the later court house toilet block from the north end 

of the lock-up. This is considered to be an acceptable 

heritage outcome as it will enable the lock-up structure 

to be revealed in the round and fully restored to its 1873 

form.

The site is not included in the Victorian Heritage 

Register or the Victorian Heritage Inventory pursuant to 

the Heritage Act 1995, though as a note, a site such 

as this one could well have archaeological values that 

would be protected under the Heritage Act regardless of 

the listing status.
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